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Essay Assignment 1: Summary and Analysis Essay 
 

“Once you understand the literal or surface meaning of a text, dig deeper by analyzing and 
interpreting it. To analyze a text is to break it down into significant parts and examine how those 

parts relate to each other. We analyze a text in order to interpret it and come to a fuller 
understanding of its meaning.”  

-- Maimon, Peritz, and Yancey, A Writer’s Resource (31) 
 

Explanation 
This assignment builds directly on the skills of critical reading you began honing in August Term 
and FYSE and will continue to develop in FYS, and it asks you to focus on the academic skills of 
summary and analysis—skills you will be asked to use in many different academic assignments 
(though perhaps not in a straightforward “summary and analysis” paper again).  
 
To write this essay, you will focus your critical reading skills on one of two essays we’ve already 
read in class: King’s “The Burning Truth in the South” or Brooks’ “People Like Us.” Both King’s 
and Brooks’ essays are argumentative, and it is up to you in this assignment to 1) summarize: 
clearly and succinctly summarize that argument for readers who have not yet read the essay, 
and 2) analyze: to describe HOW King’s or Brooks’ text works.  
 

The down-and-dirty on summary: Likely you are familiar and experienced with summary, but 
we will dedicate some time in class to this skill because it is such an important one. In your 
summary, you will note a hierarchy of the writer’s main ideas, rather than a chronological 
account. This means you need to state the essay’s thesis and main points, and you will 
need to cite relevant information and examples from the text that support your point of view. 
 
The down-and-dirty on analysis: The analysis component is what often trips people up in this 
assignment, so we will spend much time discussing and reading analysis in class. To 
analyze a text is—as Maimon, Peritz, and Yancey indicate—to break the text down and to 
examine how its parts work together and affect an audience. Therefore, it will be crucial that 
in addition to identifying King’s/Brooks’ thesis, you also identify his intended audience and 
purpose and then use what you know about those to explain how/why the various parts of 
the essay work. Remember, authors have nearly limitless options available to them when 
they compose. In this essay, it’s up to you to try to get in King’s/Brooks’ mind and 
understand why they made the choices they did, or why they used certain rhetorical 
strategies in composing their text. That is what you’ll explain in Essay 1. 

 
Please note that this assignment does not ask for personal evaluation or extended response to 
the essay under consideration; that will come later with Essay 2, the argument/response. 
Instead, Essay 1 builds on the skills of critical, thoughtful reading, annotation, summary, and 
textual analysis, which we’ve practiced in class thus far. Like many of our class discussions, 
Essay 1 should remain closely tied to the original text itself. 
 
A note on citations 
You will need to include direct quotes from King’s/Brooks’ text. We will talk about the differences 
between citing, paraphrasing, and summarizing, and we will spend some time discussing 
academic conventions for quoting. You can also find information about these topics in TSIS and 
on the Purdue Owl.  
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Audience: 
Think of your audience as an intelligent student in another section of FYS or a friend at another 
college who has not read the essay. You want to make this friend understand the essay 
completely. Your explanation needs to be more than just a simple retelling of the article; rather, 
you want to convey the architecture of the piece—the way that the author has conveyed his/her 
ideas. 
 
Submission 
All submitted essays (drafts and finals) should: 

o Be typed, using 12 point font using a standard font (e.g., Times New Roman or Cambria) 
and 1-inch margins on all sides 

o Not have a separate title page but should include the information shown below 
o Be 3-5 pages in length (minimum of 3 full pages, not 2½ or 2 pages and a few lines on 

the 3rd page) 
o Use appropriate grammar and punctuation conventions, including MLA citations for 

King’s or Brooks’ text 
 
See syllabus for due dates of drafts/small writing groups  
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Informative and Catchy Title 
 

 The text of the body of the essay should be double-spaced 12 point font. Margins on all 

sides should be 1-inch, which you can set in the “layout” or “page layout” section. 

	


