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Essay 2: Argument Response Essay  
  

“Sharpening your ability to think critically and to express your views effectively is one of the main 
purposes of undergraduate study. When you write critically, you gain a voice in the important discussions 

and decisions of our society. Writing can make a difference.” 
-- Maimon, Peritz, and Yancey, A Writer’s Resource (33) 

Explanation 
This assignment builds on the skills of critical reading, thinking, and analysis you began to hone 
in Essay 1. To write this essay, you will focus your critical reading, thinking, and analysis skills 
on one of the following essays*:  
 

• Vershawn Young, “Should Writer’s Use They Own English?”  
• Greg Lukianoff and Jonathan Haidt, “The Coddling of the American Mind” 

*If you’d really like to write about another text we’ve previously read, aside from the one you 
chose to write about for Essay 1, let me know, and we can discuss that. 

 
All of these essays are argumentative, and it is up to you in this assignment to 1) explain the 
claim the author makes and how they make it (i.e., purposeful, concise summary and analysis), 
and 2) respond to the claim(s) the author makes with your own argument and analysis.  
 

The down-and-dirty on responding to others’ arguments: your argument will be the basis 
of your essay; however, your opinions must be reinforced by reasoned positions that are 
supported with examples from and analysis of the text you’re responding to. Additionally, 
the purpose is not to win (as is often the case in arguments on contemporary news and 
sports shows) but rather to show that you fully understand the intricacies of someone 
else’s arguments and are able to cogently insert your own voice into a conversation with 
another author/intellectual.  
 
You should not merely react to an essay’s ideas but rather analyze and respond to its 
reasoning closely, noting where and how that reasoning is sound or flawed, questionable 
or supportable, exaggerated or needing qualification, etc. Your discussion should show 
nuance (i.e., not simply “this is all great” or “this is all horrible”). Such an 
acknowledgement indicates a fair and impartial reading of the text and will help persuade 
your readers to consider your position favorably. As always, Essay 2 should remain 
closely tied to the text you’re responding to. 

 
“A critique fairly summarizes someone’s position before either refuting or defending it. Refutations expose 

the reasoning of the position as inadequate or present evidence that contradicts the position. Defenses 
clarify the author’s key terms and reasoning, present new arguments to support the position, and show 

that criticisms of the position are unreasonable or unconvincing.” 
-- Maimon, Peritz, and Yancey, A Writer’s Resource (126) 

 
A Note on Content 
Your essay should not respond to everything the author says in the text you choose to respond 
to. The texts we’ve read are complex, and you should limit your response and analysis to 
specific ideas contained in the text (just as you chose specific strategies to analyze in Essay 1).  
 
Your essay should, however, show an awareness of the author’s overall argument and purpose. 
That is, you should acknowledge the author’s thesis and purpose in your introductory 
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paragraph(s) before you move on to support your own thesis. Speaking of your thesis, your 
thesis statement should identify the specific area/s you’ll be responding to and clearly indicate 
your point (i.e., your overall response). As before, the thesis statement clearly conveys your 
main idea to your readers and sets you up to fulfill the purpose of the assignment. 
 
Remember, too, that your essay may respond to what the author says (the ideas) and/or to how 
the author says it (the reasoning and rhetorical strategies). Keep in mind that your essay may 
largely agree with the position of the author, in which case you will employ the strategies of 
defense, as described in the previous quote. Alternatively, if you largely disagree with the 
author’s position, you should employ the strategies of refutation. Likely, your essay will use a 
combination of refutation and defense. For example, you may largely disagree with an author’s 
overall claim but agree with certain key parts or strategies s/he uses to make the argument.   
 
Audience: 
Think of your audience as a community of thinkers (like our class), who will hold varying 
degrees of agreement/disagreement with the author’s position. Also, consider the author of the 
text you’re responding to (e.g., Young or Lukianoff and Haidt) as part of your audience, so be 
sure you are reasonable and fair and respond to opposing views respectfully.   
 
Writing and Submission Processes 
As before, the SWAs we do over the next few weeks will lead toward the drafting process of 
Essay 2. See schedule for due dates of SWAs and drafts.  
 
The draft and final for Essay 2 should: 

o Be typed, using 12 point font (using a standard font like Times New Roman or Cambria) 
and 1-inch margins on all sides 

o Not have a separate title page, but should include the information shown below 
o Be 4-6 pages in length (minimum of 4 full pages) 
o Use appropriate grammar and punctuation conventions, including MLA in-text citations 

and a Works Cited page 
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Informative and Catchy Title 
 

 The text of the body of the essay should be double-spaced 12-point font. Margins on all 

sides should be 1-inch, which you can set in the “layout” or “page layout” section. 

	


