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Essay 3: Argumentative Essay  
Our final essay assignment asks you to construct an argumentative essay that addresses any of 
the issues or topics that have been raised in our class readings and discussions this semester. 
That is, the thesis statement for this paper will be your own argument about a theme or topic 
that has come up throughout the semester. You should come up with a claim related to class 
readings/discussions that is debatable, that at least some readers could disagree with; 
otherwise, it’s not an argument. Once you have presented that idea in your thesis statement, 
your task throughout the body of the paper will be to provide the support and reasoning to 
convince others to fully understand and, ideally, agree with your argument. 
 
This essay asks you to use all of the skills we’ve developed in Essays 1 and 2: close reading, 
critical thinking and writing, summary, analysis, responding to others’ arguments, integrating 
and synthesizing others’ ideas, and constructing and supporting your own argument(s). 
Whereas Essay 2 kept you focused in narrowly on one author/text and asked you to take 
someone else’s essay as your starting point, this essay asks you to use your own argument as 
the starting point and to integrate various instances of summary, analysis, and responses to 
others’ texts as you present the rationale and support for your own argument(s). Similarly to 
Essay 2, you’ll still want to have one clear main argument with multiple sub-points to support it. 
 
Topic Choice and Development 
Any of the ideas that have come up in our readings are fair game for this assignment. We’ve 
viewed/listened to a lot of texts: Plato, King’s “The Burning Truth in the South,” Heller, Brooks, 
Chang, Johnson, Johnson, the texts related to the Black Bone exhibit in the Morlan Gallery, 
Eyes on the Prize, the white clergymen’s letter, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” Lukianoff 
and Haidt, Young, Beasts of the Southern Wild, hooks, Bean, and various podcasts. Take time 
to think back on these texts and our conversations of them, and reread these texts as well as 
your notes and annotations to find potential topic ideas. You’ll want to find multiple texts you 
could draw on and put in conversation with one another. 
 
You will use a minimum of 3 sources in this paper, 2 of which should be texts from class. You 
may certainly use more than 3 sources, and in fact, some arguments require more support than 
others. To make your job easier, you’ll want to choose a narrowed, focused argument. If you 
propose too large/broad a claim, you will not be able to support it sufficiently in 5-7 pages. If 
possible, find a way to make the argument personally relevant. For example, if you want to 
make an argument about education, rather than arguing about all aspects of education, you 
could focus narrowly on an aspect of being a first-year student at a liberal arts college. Your 
initial ideas for a topic will likely be somewhat broad, and then part of the work you’ll do as 
you’re drafting and revising will be to narrow and focus your topic and argument. 
 
You’ll likely want to start by asking a question you can explore and eventually answer in your 
Essay 3. You might look to the questions from the syllabus or create additional questions:  

• What are our responsibilities—to ourselves? to our communities? to those we do not 
identify with/as? 

• How do we most productively talk to one another about these responsibilities, especially 
when we have differing beliefs, values, identities?  

• How do your own experiences with family, culture, education, and/or language respond 
to the authors and arguments we’ve read/heard? Where does your own experience 
complicate or contradict the arguments we’ve read/heard? 
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• What does “diversity” mean, and why does it even matter how one defines it? How do 
your own ideas relate to those raised by the authors of our texts? 

• What’s the importance of travel and/or going outside of your own comfort zone? What 
would our authors say to each other and to you? 

 
These questions are just a very few possibilities. You should consider topics based on your 
areas of interest as well as the requirements of the assignment. Don’t expect to find your topic, 
and certainly not your thesis statement, right away. You’ll develop these over time, which is why 
it’s important to begin considering topics early and often. Talk with classmates, think about it as 
you’re walking across campus, consider connections to other classes you’ve taken, etc. Our 
library sessions will help you develop your ability to find and use additional outside resources. 
 
**Important note on sources/citations** All sources you use in this paper must be evaluated 
for credibility and must be cited correctly (MLA), both in-text and in the Works Cited page. You 
must submit a full Works Cited page with your draft so I can determine your sources’ credibility. 
 
Audience 
As before, think of your audience as a community of thinkers (like our class). Continue to 
consider the authors of the various texts you’re including/responding to as part of your audience 
to remind you to remain reasonable and respectful. It may be helpful to think in particular about 
readers who will disagree with you to ensure you are addressing their questions or 
counterarguments and to work on answering their “so what?” and “who cares?” questions.  
 
Alternative Points of View and Rebuttal 
In this essay, you must consider alternative points of view—places where someone might 
question or disagree with parts of your argument. Good written arguments not only join an 
ongoing conversation and respond to other writing (as we’ve been discussing all semester) but 
also anticipate readers’ alternative points of view. Once you have considered how and why 
readers might question or disagree with parts of your argument, respond to those alternative 
points of view. Include rebuttals and explanations so your skeptical readers are able to fully 
understand your position and possibly have reason to change their minds. 
 
Writing and Submission Processes 
As before, we will use SWAs and in-class activities toward the drafting of Essay 3. See syllabus 
for dates for SWAs, small writing groups, and drafts. The draft and final for Essay 3 should: 

o Adhere to the same formatting rules as your previous formal essays (font, margins, etc.) 
o Be 5-7 pages in length (minimum of 5 full pages) 
o Include a minimum of 3 sources, 2 of which should be class texts 
o Use appropriate grammar and punctuation conventions, including MLA in-text citations 

and a full Works Cited page (even in the draft) 


