
First-Year Seminar // Winter 2017 // Hauman 

FYS 1004-03: First-Year Seminar                    MWF 1:30-2:20 pm // 107 Haupt 
Instructor: Dr. Kerri Hauman 
Contact: 109 Mitchell Fine Arts // khauman@transy.edu // 859.281.3574 

Email is the best way to contact me. I regularly check email throughout the day until about 6 pm (less often 
on weekends). If you do not receive a response within 24 hours on weekdays or 48 hours on weekends, 
send a follow-up email or approach me before/after class. Please do not email me about grades. Because of 
privacy issues, professors are discouraged from corresponding with students about grades over email; all 
grade concerns should be addressed during office hours/by appointment. 

Office hours: You may request to meet with me virtually via Google Hangouts, and you may also 
meet with me in my office at any of the times listed below. I recommend making an appointment: 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 
11 am – 1:30 pm 11 am – 12:30 pm  11 am – 1:30 pm 11 am – 12:30 pm  

 
Course Description 
First-Year Seminar (FYS) is part of a sequence (August term, FYSE, FYS, FYRS) designed to set you 
on the path to a liberal education. Your work in FYS builds on critical reading and discussion skills 
emphasized in August term and FYSE, and it precedes the First-Year Research Seminar’s (FYRS) 
focus on developing college-level research skills. FYS is designed to help you become an active 
thinker, helping you to develop, present, and support your own ideas and opinions while maintaining 
respect for those of others. During the term, you will have the opportunity to read analytically, to write 
effectively about and discuss the assigned readings, and to reflect upon the issues raised in class—all 
at increasing levels of rigor and sophistication appropriate for the college level. In this particular 
section of FYS, we will focus our critical examinations on topics and questions of responsibility. Some 
questions to get us started: What are our responsibilities—to ourselves? to our communities? to those 
we do not identify with/as? How do we most productively talk to one another about these 
responsibilities, especially when we have differing beliefs, values, identities?  
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
Students will: 

• Demonstrate control/mastery of academic writing 
• Produce revisions that elevate the quality of work and thought 
• Create clear, purposeful writing appropriate for and engaging to intended audience 
• Use details in support of ideas 
• Demonstrate in written work and class discussion evidence of critical and creative reflection 

over assigned texts and course theme 
• Respect, acknowledge, assimilate, and reconfigure views of others, both in written work and 

class discussion 
 
Required Texts and Materials 

• 3x5 index cards (feel free to split a pack with others; you’ll only need about 10) 
• A Wordpress site (you may use one you already have or set up a new one)  

 

 

Chang, Jeff. We Gon’ Be Alright: 
Notes on Race and 
Resegregation. Picador, 2016. 

 

Graff, Gerald and Cathy Birkenstein. They 
Say, I Say: The Moves that Matter in 
Academic Writing. 3rd ed. New York: Norton, 
2014. 

Additional readings (noted as PDFs or links in the schedule) are posted to our course site: 
fys2017.wordpress.com/  
 

https://fys2017.wordpress.com/
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Assignments and Assessment 
Shorter Writing Assignments (SWA) (20%): SWAs are intended to help you work out ideas and are 
often helpful toward drafting essay assignments. SWAs will take a variety of forms (e.g., reading 
response, prewriting for an Essay). While this writing is less formal, continue to be mindful of your 
spelling, grammar, and language choice. SWA scoring guide: 
0  √- √ √+ √++ 

Not submitted 
or late 

Submitted on 
time, but not on 
topic or is 
underdeveloped 

Submitted on 
time, on topic, 
sufficient 
thought/content 

Submitted on 
time, on topic, 
strong 
thought/content 

Submitted on 
time, on topic, 
excellent 
thought/content 

 
Notecards (10%): On a 3x5 index card (any color is fine), write one question about the text(s) for 
that day that could encourage discussion in class. Your question can be about a specific reading or 
something more broadly related to multiple texts for the day. Your question should clearly indicate 
that you have read and engaged with the ideas in the text(s), though it is ok to write a question that 
seeks clarification about something you’re not sure you understand yet. Your question should not 
be about previous days’ readings unless you are looking to make connections between current and 
previous texts. Your card should be completed before you come to class; late cards (i.e., 
completed after class begins) will not be accepted. Your grade for the cards is calculated based on 
the number of cards you turn in that have followed the question guidelines (e.g., you turn in 7 of 10 
cards and all 7 cards have acceptable questions. You earn 70%, or a C-, for this part of your final 
course grade). 
 
Participation/Attendance (10%):  
A Rubric for Participation and Attendance Grade 
A B C D F 
Actively engages 
and listens to 
professor and peers, 
including careful 
note-taking 

Makes a sincere 
effort to engage 
professor and 
peers 

Limited interaction 
with professor 
and peers 

Almost no 
interaction with 
professor and 
peers 

No interaction 
with professor or 
peers 

Arrives fully 
prepared to every 
class session 

Arrives mostly 
prepared to most 
class sessions 

Arrives prepared 
inconsistently 

Arrives 
unprepared 
frequently 

Arrives 
unprepared to 
most classes 

Attends and fully 
contributes to all 3 
Small Writing Group 
(SWG) sessions 

Attends and 
contributes 
frequently to all 3 
SWG sessions 

Attends and 
contributes 
somewhat to all 3 
SWG sessions 

Attends and 
contributes 
minimally to all 3 
SWG sessions 

Misses one or 
more SWG 
sessions 

Plays an active role 
in full-class/group 
discussions 

Participates 
frequently in full-
class/group 
discussions 

Participates in 
full-class/group 
discussions 
occasionally 

Rarely 
participates in 
full-class/group 
discussions 

Does not 
participate in full-
class/group 
discussions 

Class comments 
advance the level & 
depth of discussion 

Makes relevant 
class comments 

Rarely makes 
relevant class 
comments 

Never makes 
relevant class 
comments 

Demonstrates a 
lack of interest in 
materials 

Level of class or 
group discussion is 
better because of 
student’s presence 

Level of class or 
group discussion is 
often better 
because of 
student’s presence 

Level of class or 
group discussion 
is not affected by 
student’s 
presence 

Level of class or 
group discussion 
is not affected by 
student’s 
presence 

Level of class or 
group discussion 
is harmed by 
student’s 
presence 
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Part of your participation this semester will involve active community engagement. You will 
participate in each of the following: 

• MLK Day (parade or care kit creation) 
• Campus Corner (date in April TBA) 
If you have a legitimate reason you cannot attend one of these events, you must speak with me about 
finding an alternative event to attend. 

 
Essay 1, Summary & Analysis (15%): You will choose an essay we read in class and compose a 3-
to-5-page summary and analysis of it. This assignment calls for close reading and the ability to 
discern and distill the main points of, and rhetorical strategies used in, someone else’s writing. 
We’ll look at an assignment sheet and discuss this assignment in more detail in class. 
 
Essay 2, Argument Response (20%): You will respond to another author’s argument (selected from 
essays we read for class) in about 4-to-6 pages. This assignment builds on Essay 1 in that you will 
continue to use skills of summary and analysis in order to position and sustain your own response 
to particular aspects of another writer’s argument(s). Again, we’ll look at a formal assignment sheet 
and discuss this assignment in much more detail in class. 
 
Essay 3, Argumentative Essay (25%): You will invent and compose your own 5-to-7-page 
argument drawing on course themes and readings. This assignment builds on Essays 1 and 2 by 
asking you to summarize, analyze, and respond to others’ arguments while also composing and 
presenting your own argument effectively. Again, we’ll look at a formal assignment sheet and 
discuss this assignment in much more detail in class. 
Two Notes: 1) You will write at least 2 drafts of each essay assignment. If I have not seen an initial draft of the 
assignment, I will not accept a final draft; 2) Earning an F in FYS will prevent you from advancing to FYRS. 

 
Expectations 
• ATTENDANCE: Contact me in advance (or as soon as possible) if you are going to miss class for 

a university-related event, are sick, or an extenuating circumstance arises. Unless we have 
discussed it ahead of time, I do not accept late work. If you miss class, you are responsible for 
learning what you missed (find a classmate to swap phone numbers/email addresses with). 
Generally, missing more than 2 classes will lower your final grade by a half letter grade per 
absence, and missing more than 6 classes will mean you fail this course.  
 

• CLASS PREPARATION: I expect you to complete all assigned reading and writing assignments 
prior to class time. Take time to carefully read assigned texts at least once fully, to look up any 
unfamiliar terms or references, and to compose annotations so you are prepared to discuss the 
text. Then, be sure to bring annotated copies of texts to class on days they will be discussed. 
Come to class ready to ask questions and share ideas. If you are having trouble understanding 
anything, talk with classmates, our Writing Center liaison, and me; we’re all here to help you, 
but we cannot read minds. 
 

• CLASS ENGAGEMENT: I expect you to attend and participate in every class session. This is a 
seminar-style class that will be as good (or as bad) as you make it; by coming to class 
prepared (see above), you will help to ensure each day of class is a good day. We will consider 
our time together in class to be a time devoted to conversation. Because essay assignments 
require a thorough understanding of the reading materials, class conversations are aimed at 
clarifying issues and increasing critical comprehension. During class, you should reflect upon 
and express your interpretation of assigned reading and test your interpretation in light of what 
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others have to say. Missing class, arriving unprepared or late, or engaging in non-class related 
activities during class will lower your participation grade. 

 
• TECHNOLOGY STATEMENT: Contrary to popular belief, people cannot multitask effectively. 

Therefore, I expect you to silence and put away all digital devices during class. You may use 
technology only when required for an activity. If there is a reason you need to leave your cell 
phone on (e.g., family emergency), please let me know at the beginning of class. 
 

• RESPECT: I expect you to be respectful: pay attention when others are speaking, read others’ 
work carefully and thoughtfully, be considerate of other students’ feelings, use appropriate 
language (including preferred names and pronouns), and make your points without being 
combative or confrontational. Disagreeing with or questioning others is perfectly acceptable, 
even encouraged; however, if you disagree with someone, explain why you disagree without 
attacking the person. Ask questions that will help you understand what a person means before 
you decide to counter what they are saying. I will not tolerate hateful, discriminatory language in 
the classroom, in your writing, or in any space related to our coursework. 

 
Academic Honesty 
Academic integrity is central to the mission of this institution. Without honest effort, a learning 
community has no substance or validity. All students are expected to maintain the highest 
standards of academic honesty. No excuses will be accepted for plagiarism, cheating, or any other 
act, which suggests that students have not fulfilled their academic responsibilities in this course. If 
you have any questions about academic integrity, please view the “Academic Policies and 
Services” section of the Student Handbook.  
 
Safe, Productive Class Spaces 
• We all have different learning preferences, styles, and abilities. If you are having any trouble 

with course delivery methods or expectations, please let me know so we can determine how to 
best address the situation.  

• Any students with disabilities may request accommodations or discuss accessibility at 
Transylvania by contacting Amber Morgan, disability services coordinator, at (859) 281-8502 or 
admorgan@transy.edu. 

• Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights 
offenses. Students on a university campus have the right to study and live in a campus 
environment free of sexual harassment, sexual violence, and gender discrimination. If you or 
someone you know is harassing or assaulting others, you and/or your friend need to STOP 
DOING THOSE THINGS. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you 
can talk with our Title IX coordinator, Ashley Hinton-Moncer (ahinton@transy.edu), with 
someone at Counseling Services (859.281.3682), and/or with Public Safety (859.233.8118). 
Anonymous support can be accessed through RAINN at www.rainn.org, as well as through 
other online resources. If you need help accessing resources or support, please feel free to 
come see me if you are comfortable doing so. 

 
Writing Center Services: For personal, one-on-one assistance with writing assignments, visit the 
Writing Center located in Haupt Humanities 12 and 15. Please schedule an appointment by visiting 
https://transy.mywconline.com, by emailing Becky Mills at bmills@transy.edu, or by visiting the 
Center. You may arrive without an appointment for a walk-in session, but remember that the Center 
is a busy place, so always schedule an appointment to secure time with a writing consultant. If you 
have any questions, please call (859) 281-3594, visit Becky, or see the Writing Center’s webpage: 
http://transy.edu/academics/writing.htm.   


